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CONGRATULATIONS to
TONY RILEY

ROSEMARY WILMAN

Tony Riley has put a huge amount of time and effort
into the SPA over many years. He joined the committee
as Chairman in 2008 but his involvement with the SPA
goes back before that. His technical expertise has been
invaluable, he’s put a lot of work in over the years developing the website, he’s set up email lists, he’s worked
on setting up the Machform system which has allowed
us to move to online entry for our competitions, and
that’s just a few of the things which he has been doing
behind the scenes. At the AGM this year, in recognition and appreciation of all that Tony has done, he was
made an Honorary Life Vice-President of the SPA.

Rosemary Wilman first joined the SPA committee in
1993, almost 25 years ago, and has been actively involved ever since. She has served in many capacities
including being Vice-Chairman and then Chairman of
the SPA.
She is a popular lecturer and a highly esteemed judge
both within the SPA and beyond. She can always be relied upon, her commitment to training and supporting
judges is second to none. She has a depth of photographic knowledge and a wealth of experience which
she is always willing to share.
In recognition of the huge contribution she has made
to the SPA Rosemary was presented with the APAGB
Award for Meritorious Service at the AGM this year.

Tony has not only spent a lot of time serving the SPA,
he’s also been a valued member of the PAGB Executive
and chair of their Standards and Governance sub-committee, and in April Tony was presented with the APAGB
award by Gordon Jenkins the PAGB President, for all
the work that he has done for the PAGB.

What makes a successful Camera Club?
Godalming: An SPA example
The editor has chosen to focus on Godalming in
this issue and has asked me to write about what has
contributed to our club’s successes in recent times.
It is true that at the time of writing Godalming holds
the “Grand Slam” of SPA trophies – Open and Nature in both Print and PDI. (I am conscious that by
the time you read this that may well have changed!)
How we have achieved this is difficult to answer.
Certainly we are not the biggest club around, nor
do we have above average numbers of highly qualified photographers. What we do have, however, is
a friendly supportive ethos within the club, and a
positive competitive spirit.
Judges often comment on the strength of our images not just in our Advanced group but in Club and
Intermediate too. Across the club in the 2016 SPA
Biennial Exhibition we had 66 acceptances, including 12 awards, from 13 different photographers. I
firmly believe that it is this strength in depth that
is the key to our success. Many of you will remember Len Deeley, in particular his underwater images. Len was not just passionate about photography
but also highly competitive. He enjoyed nothing
more than to see the club doing well in external
competitions. Len’s energy, enthusiasm, and total
commitment to the club are greatly missed – but I
know he would be pleased to see how the club has
continued to grow, particularly in its nature work.
Founded in 1980 with a membership of around 30
the club has slowly grown over the years, moving
to larger premises in 2010. Since then our active
membership has grown to around 70, with an improved gender balance and wider age range.
Previous chairmen David Southern and Len Deeley laid firm foundations on which we have been
able to build a structure that works for us. Competitions have a high profile within our club and attract
large entries across our three groups. We have a
tradition of themed competitions which encourage
more imaginative photography, stretching members beyond their comfort zone. A recent theme
of Architecture in Monochrome, for example, produced some strong images that have already been
selected for SPA and PAGB competitions – whereas
a theme of Abstract certainly caused some members to think outside their box!

We have been pleased to welcome some experienced photographers into our membership in recent years. Mike Rowe, for example, who since joining us has achieved FRPS with a nature panel, and
Graham Johnston who brings with him a wealth

What makes a successful Camera Club?
Godalming: An SPA example
of experience from other clubs and federations as
well as some great imagery. Alongside these we
have other more established members like David
Hughes and Brian Houghton (to name just two)
whose work has evolved very successfully in recent
years.

Without doubt our greatest strength is our membership. Not just the high fliers, but all the others who
are constantly entering competitions and looking to
improve their photography. Every week there is a
healthy buzz of conversation as members exchange
ideas, plan informal trips or simply catch up with
At committee level we very much work as a team to their friends. We respond to demand by organising
ensure that everyone has the support that they re- instruction sessions for beginners and improvers as
quire. We aim to respond to the needs of our mem- well as focus groups for those aiming for distincbership by organising a broad programme of talks, tions. There is a willingness amongst our members
workshops and other events that cover a diverse to share ideas and to encourage one another to derange of interest. Our External Selection Commit- velop our skills which is a pleasure to see; within
tee builds on its experience to ensure wherever this friendly and supportive framework there is an
possible that we are selecting strong images that enthusiasm for photography which is at the heart of
will do well in a specific event. There are some im- what we are, and what we do.
ages, for example, that achieved high scores in club
competitions where the judge had a minute or two
to critique each image, but which don’t have the
immediate impact needed to do well in the instant
scoring scenario of SPA and PAGB competitions.

Maurice Ford LRPS
(Chairman)

Fotofest
On the first Saturday of November, many members of Surrey Clubs and a few from neighbouring
Federations enjoyed a day of photographic indulgence at Croydon Masonic Hall.
The venue is good because it has its own free
car park within a minute’s walk and has a variety
of rooms so that activities can be held in different
designated areas. Unfortunately, that means signs
are needed! However, many who came were al- The day started with a very energised presentation
ready familiar with the venue as they had attended from Tom Way (http://tomwayphotography.co.uk)
the PAGB APM days in April.
whose animal portraits are renowned for their simplicity and sense of place. As it happens, Tom had
As about ten members of Windlesham and Cam- spoken just a few weeks earlier at our Club, yet
berley Camera Club attended, I decided to ask no-one complained about hearing him again and
for their reactions to the day. The responses were all claimed to have learnt a few more tips! One
unanimous:
commented ‘Even if I don’t have the possibility to
‘thanks for getting such a good mix of speakers take pictures of wild elephants or rhinos myself, it
- each of the four was completely different, and still gave me some inspiration on maybe how to
brought his own particular personality and pas- approach local wild life photography’ (AT)
sion for his subject across in his own unique way.
I think this is key - they all have such a passion for
what they do and this enthusiasm was inspirational.’ (CD)
‘Excellent day with a good variety of engaging
speakers.’ (DB)
The four very varied speakers kept our attention
until the end and each provided prizes for the draw
- from Steven le Prevost’s framed print, through
Tom Way’s mounted print to a whole selection of
books and these were supplemented by prizes of
photographic paper and mount- cutting accessories from the day’s sponsors: in all about 40 people went home feeling they’d won, including one
member of our Club who says: ‘

Then Will Cheung
(http://www.williamcheung.co.uk/about.html)
brought his quirky street photography to the
screen, spoke about his photographic journey and
was willing to stop and offer advice as evidenced
by another Club Member ‘I liked his approach using a mirrorless camera with electronic shutter (to
sneak up on situations) and I might try to do it my‘Credit to the organisers, a very enjoyable day with
self. I was very pleased that he was approachable
a well-planned and well organised event of interduring the lunch break and gave me some tips for
est to photographers at all levels of expertise and
street photography and what camera gear he is
covering a wide ranging variety of subject matter
using and answering my questions.’ (AT)
with each of the speakers prepared to give away
a few of their own secrets to success. The added
inclusion of the trade stands proved to be a useHaving spent the lunch break checking out those
ful and interesting tea and lunch break-filler, and
‘varied and potentially wallet-emptying’ trade
perhaps a wallet emptier for some! I went home
stands from the sponsors of the event, we reconon a high with second prize in the raffle, a superb
vened to hear the master of everything Photoshop
print of a Rhino by Tom Way, - who could ask for
- Gavin Hoey (http://www.gavtrain.com). And the
more?!’ (MH)

‘An Inspiring Day!’
time flew by as he shared the techniques and tips Here’s the bonus. Try this neat technique of Stefor which he has gained such a reputation. One ven’s to ahieve the style he does.
attendee said ‘Gavin Hoey was not only inspirational but also gave good practical advice that 1. Duplicate layer so you have 3 identical layers
made me feel that such amazing imagery is in fact (top - middle - bottom)
Make bottom layer invisible by clicking the ‘eye’
possible to create.’(JT)
icon for that layer.
2. Apply Gaussian Blur to top layer, approx 6%.
Change blending mode to ‘multiply’ and opacity
to 50%.

On a personal note, I felt really sorry for Steven
le Prevost, whose work was on display around the
Hall, (http://www.stevenleprevost.com) having to
follow all of this - and the raffle! He had the most
unenviable task of the day, but I had not heard
him speak before and was and was intrigued to
see how he had created some of the images I had
seen. So I was really pleased to receive an email a
couple of days later describing one technique in
detail. In fact, I was amazed at the simplicity of the
processes he described and found myself focused
even though it was the end of a concentrated day
(KP).

3. Create a new layer, this should be at the top of
the stack, above layer 1.
Fill with white, change blending mode to ’soft’
and opacity to 50%. ( See screenshot below)

4.Highlight middle layer and merge visible layers.
You will now have two layers. Middle with a softening effect and, bottom without effect.
Make bottom layer visible and alter opacity of
middle layer to 50% or so to fine tune effect.
Note: all figures are approximate, experiment.
Thanks to Steven for being willing to share that
I am not going to try to thank everyone involved in with us. Maybe we, too, will create stunning imagthe planning and organisation of the day individ- es this season!
ually - but to record our thanks here to the whole
team in the words of a W&C CC member :
‘What a wonderful event Photofest was – four
very different speakers, all at the top of their
game. An inspiring day!’ (RH)

Recent successes for SPA photographers
If you read the photographic press - or even a national newspaper - or if you’re on Facebook and join one
of the many photographic pages there, you will have
noticed a number of ‘........ Photographer of the Year’
competitions being reported in the past couple of
months.
Willie Jamieson, Chairman of Guildford Photographic Society drew my attention to the success of some
of that Club’s members and led me to thinking about
others I knew of from within the SPA. And that led to
an avalanche!
At the time I received the message from Willie, Charlie
Waite had been much in the photographic news and
had spoken at a chairty event organised by a member
of an SPA Club, so it was the second name he mentioned that really grabbed my attention and made me
realise I had to look more widely at Surrey Clubs as I
also knew of others who had been successful. I’m still
not sure I’ve caught them all - so many apologies if you
featured in the Landscape Photographer of the Year
awards and do not receive honourable mention here:
Dominic Lester, of Guildford, was commended for his
image “Night Train”. This image was in the Lines in
the Landscape class sponsored by Network Rail and
is an evocative image of a steam train crossing the
Glenfinnan Viaduct . Dom’s image will be displayed
with the other successful entrants on the balcony at
Waterloo Station from 20 November until February 4
2018. This is his fifth commendation in this contest.
In case you’re asking ‘How?’ - it was a single 30sec
exposure.

Congratulations, also, to Rita Daubeney of GPS, whoreached the finals of the Bird Photographer of the
Year

Mark Cornick of Molesey was commended and received the Fuji award for
This was a building that I came across by accident
when on a London photowalk in the Euston area. The
building is located on Howland Street and is part of
the UCL campus. I was instantly drawn to its curves and
architectural style and knew it would be perfect as part
of my ‘Abstract Architectural Details’ project. This project uses a 135mm focal length to isolate details of the
buildings’ character and style, rather than presenting a
wide-angle view.’

Eddie Hyde is an SPA judge. He, too, was commended.‘The image was taken in April this year on one of
my 2 or 3 trips per annum to this part of the world in
the hope of seeing the RAF or USAF practising their
low flying skills amongst the Welsh hills. This particular day proved to be a very good one and this USAF
F15 was amongst a number that passed under Cadair
Idris to create a landscape image with some high octane action included that had a strong graphic quality.
I can only guess that this is what struck a chord with
the judges and I could not be more delighted to have
been included.’

Rachael Talibart (Molesey and another SPA judge) won
the Classic View category, the Lee Filters Prize and two
judge’s commendations for her image, Fire Within, taken at Birling Gap in East Sussex.

Also commended was Gerald Hollingworth (Windlesham and Camberley). He explains:
I have completed a number of workshops with Rachael
Talibart. I very much admire her work and always hope
that a little of her talent rubs off on me.
My Seven Sisters photograph was taken on one of those
days with Rachael.
Mid afternoon the cliffs were intermittently sun
lit . The sun was behind my right shoulder with the clouds
scudding through from the same direction.
The exact position of setting up was important to get
the balance I wanted. Cottage chimneys not intersecting the cliffs.
High enough so that the bush and brambles in front of
the cottages did not get in the way. I really needed Mr
Charlie W’s step ladder . Horizon level and just enough
of the sea to the right.
I wanted the curve of the sea on the left to be complete.
Also to include part of the path to give a lead in .
All set and wait for the light. Magical for a brief time all
the cliffs as well as the end of the cottages were in sun
light .
Having got the coloured photograph I wanted I took
out a camera which I had organised to be converted
to 720 nm infrared. Then things really happened as I
was to find out later.
Processing infrared is a different skill and for that I
thank Paul Gallagher both for his workshops and very
careful tuition.
So my photograph of the Seven Sisters is infrared. It
has not done particularly well in inter club competitions
and was recently awarded only 10 out of 15.
I am primarily a landscape photographer and I do
struggle with club competitions .
But as you are aware this photograph is included in
the prestigious Landscape Photographer of the Year
book for 2017.

Another of Rachael’s images, Perigee, a study of rust
detail on a sea defence in East Sussex, was commended
and published in the Sunday Times Magazine.

Last year, Rachael won the Sunday Times Magazine
award, a Highly Commended and a Commended award
for three photographs also taken in East Sussex. Although Rachael loves to travel, much of her professional
portfolio, including all her successful LPotY images to
date, was created on the coast closest to Surrey. She often says that the secret to creating strong images lies in
shooting close to home, in going to places to which we
can return, again and again. ‘If we get to know a location
really well, we can plan our trips and be more effective.
Moreover, if we shoot local, we relax in the knowledge
that we’ll be back and this means we’re not afraid to
spend time taking risks, trying out new compositions or
experimenting with new ideas. We can move on from the
obvious and seek difference, the things that mean something to us as individuals.’

Thanks, everyone - and well done!!

Audio Visual at Ludshott Photo Club
Ludshott photographic club’s audio visual section
came into being 12 years ago in 2005. It was started by a small group of interested photographers
who met in Phil Peddy’s house to learn about digital
audio visual and slideshows. We learnt as we went
along. There were not many sources of information
at that time so we relied on trial and error.
At first we used Proshow Gold to produce our shows,
but then I went to an international RPS AV festival in
Cirencester and met Peter Harms who introduced
me to Mid Thames AV group.
Jim Henson, Thistle Ince and I joined Mid Thames
where we learnt a good deal more about AV. We
started to use Pictures to Exe software, and moved
meetings to my house, where we fixed a drop down
screen to the ceiling in our back room. I started to
give beginners courses over the winter and slowly
more and more members of the club became interested in AV. We now have 20 club members who
come regularly to meetings. As our room is small we
meet in two separate sessions during the winter. We
have about five sessions each season.
One of our founder members was Jim Henson. He
is a very artistic man and produced audio visuals different from anybody else’s. He was also good on the
technical side and did a lot to promote our group.
From 2012 Jim organised a competition against other local clubs. Each year he would invite two clubs to
enter five AVs each, and we ran a small competition
as part of Ludshott’s annual programme. However, it
became harder and harder to find other clubs who
could produce sufficient AVs, so we decided to open
the competition to all clubs in the SPA.

When Jim became very ill in 2015 we chose to
name the new trophy after him.
The Jim Henson Trophy AV competition is now into
its third year, with the next one to be held on the
5th of March 2018. The closing date for entries is
the 11th February which will allow the judge time
to preview the shows.
Our judge this year is Graham Sergeant FRPS, winner of the last RPS AV International and of many
other awards.
Kathleen Bird LRPS CPAGB

Mid Thames AV

NEWS FROM THE CLUBS
From Flash Powder to flickr: The Story of Hampstead Photographic Society
This book celebrates the 80th anniversary of Hampstead Photographic Society, one of Britain’s oldest amateur camera clubs, and charts its journey
through the massive changes in photography since
it was founded in 1937. That year it was estimated
that 250 million photographs would be exposed “95% successfully”. Now, an estimated 96 million
images are shared every day on Instagram: amateur photography has never been so easy or so
popular. The story of Hampstead Photographic Society unfolds against the cosmopolitan background
of North London’s arts community and reflects all
its diversity Photographs have become the lingua
franca of social media, while camera clubs still help
people improve their skills, and provide a place to
share their passion for photography.
The paperback book is for sale on Amazon.co.uk
for £19.99, but until Friday 15 December you can
buy it for £16.47. (It is eligible for Amazon free delivery.)
You can buy it here: http://bit.ly/hps_history_2ed.

The eBook (PDF) version sells for £5. You can buy it
through PayPal here: http://bit.ly/his_history_2ed_
PDF, After you’ve paid, you will receive by email a
link to download the file. Contact publications@
hampsteadphotosoc.org.uk if you simply don’t use
PayPal at all, and other arrangements can be made.
For further information, contact
hampsteadphotosoc.org.uk.

Lisa Mardell, of Guildford Photographic Society,
has just produced her first, limited edition book of
images of Iberian horses. It’s printed on beautiful
Omnia 150gsm fine art paper, size 215 x 300mm,
is hand bound in waxed linen and has 40 pages
with 34 photographs, with a foreword by renowned
American equine photographer Tony Stromberg.
This is the culmination of a four year photography
project and nearly a year’s design and production
work which started when Lisa attended a one-day
workshop which Eddie Ephraums ran for members of GPS’s Landscape Special Interest Group.
More details on Lisa’s book are available from her
website at http://www.photographybylisamardell.
co.uk/cavalo.

publications@

CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR THE PHOTOGRAPHER THAT HAS
(ALMOST) EVERYTHING!
Behind the Photograph with Charlie
Waite
Monday 30th April 2018

MIDDLETON CAMERA CLUB is thrilled to be bringing
Charlie Waite to the Sussex Coast on 30th April 2018 and
would be grateful if you would help us to promote this
event, not least because all proceeds are going to a very
worth cause: the Disabled Photographers’ Society.

printed and displayed (this is something he firmly believes
in). It turns out that he had been visiting relatives in Bognor Regis and just happened to walk by. We replied and
thanked him for his kind words and for taking the time to
contact us, from there we got talking and, to cut to the
chase, Charlie offered to bring his annual charity lecture to
Middleton-on-Sea. So there you have it, an exciting evening to look forward to, born out of a daft idea! We do
hope you can join us.
All proceeds will be donated to the Disabled Photographers’ Society

Charlie Waite (from www.charliewaite.com)

Tickets

Charlie is a world-renowned landscape photographer, who
has been an advocate of ‘the photograph’ and the importance of engaging with the landscape through photography. He conducts his lectures with passion, humour and
grace, and takes the audience on a colourful and enchanting journey. Highly illustrated, his lectures are enjoyable,
uplifting and memorable, with many finding inspiration to
explore the natural world further, embarking on their own
personal journey with or without a camera.

For information, venue and ticket requests please visit
www.middletoncameraclub.weebly.com

Why is Charlie coming to Middleton-on-Sea?
OK, so I guess you are wondering why Charlie would
choose a small village for his annual charity lecture? Well,
here’s how it happened.
We may not be the largest club in the area in terms of
membership, but we are ambitious and perhaps a little
crazy! One day we were walking through the covered arcade in Bognor Regis, which takes pedestrians from seafront car parks into the town centre. We noticed that many
of the shops were empty and soulless, so creating a very
poor first impression for visitors to the town.
We had a seed of an idea and so we tracked down the
owners and asked if we could put a temporary print display in one of the shop windows; we had no idea how this
would grow. Originally, we thought we’d have a couple of
weeks at most, if we were lucky. In the end, we had five
shops for six months!

Please be aware that tickets went on sale on 1st of November and sold out within the week! We have now
moved to a larger venue, but recommend that you get
tickets soon if you want to be sure of a seat.

Middleton Camera Club
presents an evening with

Charlie Waite

Internationally Acclaimed Landscape Photographer
Go ‘Behind the Photograph’ with Charlie
and he will take you on a colourful and enchanting
journey: a highly illustrated presentation ﬁlled with
passion, humour and grace.
All proceeds to the

Disabled Photographers’ Society

Tickets £10

Monday 30th
April 2018

19.00 for 19.30 hrs.

“…rare perfections of light, colour and
composition – a planet at peace.”

Email: mccimages@btinternet.com

It was great fun getting the displays up each week and few
people passed without stopping for a moment and giving
a critique! It was an unexpected success!

Middleton on Sea
West Sussex, PO22 6EH
Information & directions at

www.middletoncameraclub.weebly.com
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PRESIDENT’S CHAT

The Surrey Photographic Association invites all
members of its member clubs and societies to submit entries for consideration by the Selectors for
the Association’s Biennial Exhibition 2018. There
are five categories: Colour, Monochrome & Nature
Prints and Open & Nature Projected Digital Images (PDIs).
All documentation is now with your Club Liaison
Officer so please ask them for the Entry Form and
Competition Rules. Closing date for all entries is
31 January 2018, with the selection taking place
on Saturday 17 February 2018.
The selectors will be
Gordon Jenkins APAGB,
Dr Anne Sutcliffe FRPS EFIAP PPSA and Roger
Hance FRPS AFIAP BPE5*.
We are pleased to be returning to the same venue
as in 2016, Guildford House Gallery at 155 High
Street, Guildford GU1 3AJ, with the Official Opening being held at noon on Friday 06 April 2018.
The Exhibition will be open to the public from 07
April - 28 April 2018. We shall again have all the
rooms in the Gallery, including the downstairs Garden Room, so we again intend that every club will
have at least one acceptance from those images
offered for selection by its members. Award-winning prints will be on display for the duration of
the exhibition but, in order to enable significantly more entries to be accepted and displayed, a
second set of prints will be hung mid-way through
the exhibition period. It is also hoped this will significantly increase visitor attendance with people
returning to see the second display.
Ann Healey ARPS DPAGB EFIAP BPE2*

Other SPA diary dates
Saturday 03 March SPACOM at Capel
Saturday 12 May Inter-Club PDI at East Horsley

I’m very much aware of the history of our Federation and all the people who have made it what it is
today. People who have given unstintingly of their
time and expertise, people like our Life Vice-Presidents who have made huge contributions, and
many, many more who have taken on smaller
roles often behind the scenes. Without them we
wouldn’t be here today enjoying all the benefits
that belonging to the SPA brings. But time doesn’t
stand still and new people come with fresh ideas,
however there is one thing we all have in common –
the belief that the SPA is vital to our member clubs,
and a commitment to do all we can to continue to
serve the members to the best of our ability.
If you feel the SPA is vital to our clubs and want to
join the team we have several needs at the moment. The first is for someone to take on the role
of secretary, to take minutes of meetings, book
rooms, liaise with the PAGB etc. if you’re not sure
what it involves please do speak to me or someone
else on the committee. We also have 2 general vacancies on the committee so if you have some time
and want to do something to benefit all our clubs
then please get in touch.
We’ve had some great events this year including
hosting the APM Awards in March, and the Fotofest
in November. Many thanks to all those volunteers
who helped to make these events such a success.
Next year we have our Biennial Exhibition in April,
so look out your best images and get ready to enter. The Awards Dinner will be held on Friday 13th
April at the Reigate Manor Hotel, this is a great
occasion when we can celebrate with those who
have won awards in the Exhibition and enjoy an
excellent meal together in style, so put the date in
your diary.
Kathy McLenaghan LRPS, CPAGB
President

